DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

King of Siam, who had already announced his inten-
tion of coming,  was recommended  to  change his
mind.    But William, though he knew this decree,
and had been told that the Crown Prince would be
welcome, was extremely anxious to come himself.   He
was a grandson, he thought that blood was thicker
than Crowns, and he got his mother to write to the
Prince of Wales to ask if he could not obtain an
invitation for him.   He could not have chosen a less
zealous advocate.   His uncle was seized with panic.
William would  bring  an  enormous  suite  and he
would want to run the whole show, and he expressed
to the Queen, in case the Empress had written to
her also, his earnest hope that she would not be
persuaded.     The   Queen   reassured  him :    on  no
account would she ask William, and she was surprised
that his mother should have suggested it.    So she
gave no more thought to him and other baffled
crowned heads.   This was to be a festival of Empire,
and it was her own people who occupied her.   She
was very anxious about the stability of small houses
in poorer quarters on the route of the drive she was
to take on Jubilee day.   The roofs would be crowded
with people to see her pass and she trusted that the
London County Council would make sure that the
parapets were strong.    She spent her " poor old
birthday"  at Balmoral and went to see her first
wardrobe-maid, Annie Macdonald, who had been
with her for forty years.   Annie had been ill and was
much upset at the thought that she might not be
well enough to be at her post on the great day*1

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, III, iii, p. 268.
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